5th SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 9, 2008
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This past week our second graders
(19 children) received the Sacrament of
Reconciliation for the first time. It was
such a grace for me to be able to be there
and pray with and for them that evening.
The sense of trust and innocence that was
a part of their experience caused me to
reflect on my own apprehensions when it
comes to this Sacrament.

I don’t know about you, but it is so
much easier for me to recall memories of
my First Communion then it is to recall my
First Reconciliation. Know that I pray for
you during this time of lent that God who
is all loving and forgiving will meet you in
this Sacrament of forgiveness and that
you will experience the new life experi-
enced by Lazarus who was brought back
to life through the compassion of his
friend Jesus.

I invite everyone to join us again this Wednesday

for Holy Hour at 7 PM. Wwe will continue to
offer reflections, exposition and optional faith shar-
ing.

Stations of the Cross will be celebrated at
5t. Suzanna’s on Friday, March 14 at 7 PM.
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We will also have Stations at 2 pm with
ur school children.

LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE SCHEDULE
Monday, March 10" - 7 pm
St. Gerard Majella
Tuesday, March 11*" - 7 pm
St. Bartholomew
Wednesday, March 12" - 7 pm
St. Susanna
Thursday, March 13" - 7 pm
St. Irenaeus

There will be no confessions at
St. Bart’s after Saturday, March
15, Please plan accordingly.

The following reflection on recon-
ciliation comes from America Maga
zine, by Greg Kandra

I can’t quite explain it. Why does this
sacrament exert such force? Some of it, I'm
sure is that it just feels good to let the weigh
of all our wrongs roll off our shoulders. Itis
comforting to be told that we are going to be
okay and that what was wrong can be set
right.

Everybody needs a second chance. Or a third

Of course, it isn't easy. It requires re-
flection, observation, scrutiny. For a few mo-
ments we are asked to be more anthropolo-
gists. We seek out our sins. We capture
them, name them, tag them and put them un-
der a glass to study, like wildly exotic fauna.
What on earth is that?

The Chinese have a saying: The begin-
ning of wisdom is to call something by its cor-
rect name. Perhaps that is part of it, too: we
name what we are---proud, greedy, lustful,
petty, selfish, untruthful---and become aware.
With penance and practice we strive to be
better. Wisdom begins.

The final words of the Act of Contrition
put it so succinctly and clearly. The purpose
of the sacrament, really, is to amend life. To
improve on what is there.

And with that improvement, I think,
comes this beautiful promise at the heart of
our faith; the promise that we will rise. We
can be uplifted. Resurrection is available.

The profound act of being reconciled
with God enables us to live Easter every time
we emerge from that confessional. We
breathe again. We see light again. We hope
again. We are given grace.

Have a great week,
- - - Sister Dorothy






