ST. BARTHOLOMEW PARISH

PITTSRURGH, PA

74 lowrs < Someone once said, “A tear is
deeper than the sea.” A tear is but a miniscule drop,
but it reveals so much. Tears come from the deep re-
cesses of the human heart. As such, there are happy
tears and there are sad tears.

Today’s first reading from the book of the prophet
Isaiah states, “The Lord will wipe away the tears from
every face.” The tears, in this particular case refer to
the sad tears that are often associated with the death of
aloved one. This reading, in fact, is often proclaimed
at funeral liturgies.

Whenever someone close to us dies, how can we not
tear up? The little droplets of tears not only express
our sense of loss, but also show the profound love in
our hearts for that person. Not even death can extin-
guish that love. And as time goes by the Lord seeks to
wipe away the tears from our face.

One of the clear ways in which the Lord wipes away
our tears is at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Asa
priest who has officiated at numerous funerals, I am
always amazed how often the tears momentarily di-
minish and even disappear at the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass. There’s something so calming about the Mass.

In many ways, the Mass is the fulfillment of Isalah’s
vision from today’s first reading. For when we cele-
brate Mass the Lord provides, “a feast of rich food and
pure choice wines.” And the hand of the Lord rests on
the mountain.

Even after the funeral liturgy, we can still visit the holy
mountain in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and remem-
ber our loved one. The offering of a Mass Intention is a
special way to remember our beloved dead. When the
intention is for a loved one, we go to great lengths to be
at that Mass. And on Sundays and Holy days, we also
sit in the appropriate pew to bring up the offertory
gifts.

Today’s bulletin insert contains important information
on securing a Mass Intention for a loved one in 2006.
As you know, because of the high number of funerals,
not all of cur intentions are able to be honored. When
a funeral occurs, typically the scheduled Mass intention
is bumped and then rescheduled or sent to the Semi-
nary to be offered by one of the four priests in resi-
dence. Also keep in mind that every Sunday Canon
Law demands that one Mass be offered by the Pastor
for the people of the parish.

This year in addition to offering Masses for loved ones,

you now have a new option for remembrance. For
Sunday Masses you can purchase flowers for the altar
in memory of a loved one. We will mention your
loved one’s name in the prayers of the faithful. If you
have any questions about this, please feel free to con-
tact Ginny Beck at 412-242-3374. May the Lord wipe
away our tears!

As we continue to celebrate Respect Life Month, I en-
courage everyone to become more aware about the
Church and stem cells. A stem cell can become a more
differential cell type in the body. Stem cells are signifi-
cant because they can be used to replace or heal dam-
aged tissues. Stem cells are classified as embryonic type
and adult type. While adult stem cells involve no
harm to the donor; embryonic stem cells signal destruc-
tion of human life. The Church is not against stem cell
research. Adult stem cells, in fact, naturally exist in the
body and provide a natural repair feature for many
body tissues. Already adult stem cells have proven an
acceptable and successful therapy for some diseases.
Embryonic stem cells. on the other hand, have not con-
tributed anything in the way of therapy to a medical
situation. What is more, embryonic stem cells go
against the natural law. Bishop Wuerl identified the
problem with embryonic stem cells, “At the heart of
the moral issue involving embryonic stem cell research
is the fact that the embryo is killed so that his or her
stem cells can be used for research. Current literature
already speaks about destroying the embryo as neces-
sary to ‘harvest’ useful cells for the good of someone
else. Since there is an undeniable continuity beginning
at conception through growth, birth and the continu-
ing development of life until natural death of the hu-
man person, at what point do we permit harvesting of
parts of that living human for somcone clse?” In short,
the Church supports the use of adult stem cells but is
opposed to embryonic stem cells.

There will be a meeting tomorrow, Monday, October
10, 22005 at 7:00 PM in Church for all parents of sec-
ond graders preparing for the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion.

Do not forget our parish Oktoberfest will take place
Saturday. October 29t after the 5:00 PM Mass. Cost is
$5.00.

Finally, please pray for me as I assume the added re-
sponsibilitics of Dean of the East Suburban Deanery.
Have a blessed week!




28th Sunday in Ordinary Time ,

Qctober 9, 2005

Schpol News with pMrs. Fleet
There is a parent/guardian meeting for First Rec-
onciliation on Monday, October 10, at 7:00 PM
in the church.
The SBAA will hold a parent/guardian informa-
tion night on Monday, October 10, at 7:00 PM in
the gym.
Our PTG meets on Tuesday, October 11, at 6:30
PM in the library.
Parent/guardian-teacher conference forms are
due back to school by Tuesday, October 11,
School pictures will be rtaken on Wednesday, Oe-
tober 12. Individual photos will be taken as well
as our annual outdeor shot. This is an optional
dress-up day, too. Please pray for nice weather.
All are welcome to join us for Mass on Friday,
October 14. Mrs. McGreal and our third graders
will help to plan our celebration.
Did you know that this is Fire Prevention Week?
Please make sure you have smoke detectors on
every level of your home. Now is the time to
change their batteries too.
Your prayers are requested for our eighth grade
boys and their chaperones as they travel to Cen-
tral Catholic for a tour and luncheon Tuesday,
October 11.
Registrations are still open for all students in
grades three-year-old preschool through eight.
We do offer half- and full-day kindergarten ses-
sions. For more information please call the
school office at 412-242-2511,
Please continue to save all Campbell product la-
bels, Box Tops for Education, and Shop n’ Save
receipts. Thank you for all that you do for our
school family.

Blood Drive
The semi-annual 5t. Bartholomew Parish Blood
Drive will be held Sunday, October 28, 2005,
from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM in Helzlsouer Hall. To
register, please call Marcia Irr at 412-731-0639.

religious Education News

Supplics are always needed for the classrooms.
Things like glue sticks, crayons, pencils, craft pa-

per and the like are greatly appreciated. You can
bring the supplies to the office on Sunday morn-
ings or leave at the rectory marked for the atten-
tion of CCD. If you would like to help us spread
the word of God in music, we would also grate-
fully accept the donation of portable CD players
and CD’s. Thanks so much in advance.

RCIA classes will begin on Tuesday October 4 at
7:00 PM at 5t. Gerard’s Parish.

This is the first year we will be sharing resources
in the cluster of parishes. Those interested in the
formation of the faith should contact the rectory
or the CCD office.

BINGO
See you at Bingo, Monday nights at 7:00 PM in

Helzlsouer Hall

(John Paul II, Address to Diplomats Accredited
to the Holy See, January 10, 2005) “The Church
proclaims the “Gospel of Life.” The State’s pri-
mary task is safeguarding and promoting human
life. Today there are conflicting views regarding
abortion, assisted procreation, stem cell research,
and cloning.

“The Church’s position is clear. The human em-
bryo is identical with the human being that will
be born. Whatever viclates the integrity of the

embryo is ethically unworthy of man, as is any
research that treats the embryo as a laboratory

specimen.”

We pray that each of us will recognize the per-
sonhood of the unborn.




Lorme 6 e Fowart
“On this mountain, the Lord of hosts / will provide for
all peaples / a feast of rich food and choice
wines” (Isaiah 25:6). That's what Isaiah tells us today.
God is putting together a huge party for “all peoples,”
to “wipe away / the tcars from every face” (Isaiah
25:8).
And what does Jesus tell us? The reign of God, he
says, “may be likened to a king who gave a wedding
feast for his son” (Matthew 22:2). When the guests
didn’t come, the king had his servants, go out “into
the main roads and invite to the feast whomever you
find” (Matthew 22:9). We are called to deliver that
invitation.
One of the themes woven into today’s liturgy is that
of divine generosity. Asleep to reality, people often
think they have “ecarned” what they have In our bet -
ter moments, though, we know that all our gifts—
even the spiritual gifts—come through God's generos-
ity. Our vocation is to invite people, Lo remind them
the tickets aren’t for sale. We can only show up and
say thank YOU. ©Copyright, ) S Paluch Co

Tacasrts fpom o Tradition
When the fathers of the Second Vatican Council met
to discuss the sacrament of penance, they were re-
quired to draw up a new rite, including several forms.
The hot button for debate was so-called “general ab-
solution,” by which a penitent could be absolved of

sin without confessing to a priest. This was a difficult
debate, compounded by widely varying traditions in
both East and West, Some were surprised to learn that
the Holy See had already given permission, during the
First and Second World Wars, for this form. In 1944
the Vatican issued a decree saying this form was valid
under extreme conditions, which bishops in mission
lands and Latin America took as a kind of “blanket
permission.”

Thus, the fathers of the Council were alarmed to find
this practice fairly widespread, not only in war, but in
peaceful places with huge numbers of faithful and few
priests. Although they eventually produced a ritual
with three different forms, the forms are not consid-
ered equal, and the enriched and revised individual
form is preferred. The enrichments include a wel-
come of the penitent, a sign of the cross with an en-
couragement to trust in God’s compassion, new texts
rich in the Word of God, praise for God’s mercy, and

a dismissal. - lames Field, © Capyright, J. §. Patuch Co.

| MON., October 10 - Weekday
110.00 AM. Deceased Members of DeLuca Family
{Gino & Mary Jean Deluliis)
| TUES., October 11 - Weekday
}10.00 AM. Frank & Mario Santamaria (Maria
1 Santamaria)
WED., October 12 - Weekday
7:00P.M. Holy Hour
THURS., October 13 - Weekday
10:00 A.M,  Albert, Sr., John, & Duane LaFrance (Kay

: LaFrance Wharton)
} FRL., October 14 - St, Callistus I
10:00 AM. John Vacchiano (Wife, Jean)

# SA'T., Uctober 15 - St. ‘Leresa of Jesus
10:00 AM. Guy Granata {Family)
5:00 P.M. George F. & Clara Myers (George J.

Myers)
SUN._, Octoher 16 - 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM. People of the Parish

§10:30 AM. Ann Esposito (Rose McMeekin) J

Please remember in your prayers the sick, shut-ins, and
hospiralized members of the Parish.
Prayers are also requested for the faithful departed.
David W, O"Connor and Lomaine Parrendo

Cotfes and Colechizm
Coffee and Catechism will resume study of the
Cavechism of the Catholic Church on Thursday,
October 13, 2005, following the 10:00 AM Mass
in the Pastors Conference Room. Everybody is

welcome. For more information, please cail Bob

Wheeler at 412-241-0524.

To all those signed up for the bus rip to Lancas-
ter, sponsored by the St. Bartholomew Women's
Group, please note that final payments for the
trip are due in to the rectory by Tuesday, October
18, 2005. If you have any -quest_ions, please con-
tact St. Dorothy at 412-242-7357 or Jessica at
412-242-3374.




MASS REQUESTS FOR 2006

We will begin accepting mass requests for the year 2006 on Monday, October 17, 2005, BY U.S. MAIL, BY DROPFPING
INTO THE SUNDAY COLLECTION, OR HAND DELIVERY TO THE RECTORY. We cannot accept Mass requests by
phone. Masses will be accepted on a first come first served basis. We ask that a first, second and third choice for
day/dateftime be listed with each request. In order to ensure good order and faimess to EVERYONE, the following rules will

apply:

1. Only two (2) specific date requests will be taken for any one deceased person. Of these two, only one may be
scheduled for a weekend Mass. If you wish to request more than two masses for a specified person, the additional
Il be scheduled only if there is an opening. but may be sent

masses will be accepted with the understanding that they wi
to the Seminary or Missions. (Diocesan and Canon Law prohibit our keeping Mass requests in the parish if they cannot

be said within one year of the time they were requested.)

You may request only TWO Masses per request form.
Suggested Mass offerings are $10 each and your check should accompany your request.

Piease complete the MASS REQUEST FORM on other side of this page and mail or hand deliver to the reclory, or drop
it into the Sunday Collection clearly marked for Mass Requests. Please include your phone number in case we need to
contact you about a funeral bumping your Mass intention.

5. Piease know that there are no quarantees that ali Mass requests can be honored. In the event of a funeral, your
intention may be bumped and sent to the Seminary. When there is a funeral, we will still mention your deceased loved
one’s name, but this does not satisfy the intention, as the intention at a funeral is always for the deceased. We regret
the inconvenience: however, this is necessary inasmuch as there is only one priest and over 100 funerals each year.
Your intention may also be bumped by the iliness, retreat and/or vacation of the priest.

6. Please keep in mind that every Pastor is mandated to offer a Mass for the people on Sundays and holy days of
obligation. While there are three Sunday Masses, only two can be used to satisfy your intentions.

7. \Whenever possible, please combine Mass requests for deceased members in the same family.

8. The following days are not open for individual intentions since they are offered for the intentions of our parishioners:

EASTER (April 16), MOTHER'S DAY (May 14), FATHER'S DAY (June 18). ALL SOQULS DAY (November 2},

THANKSGIVING DAY (November 23), and CHRISTMAS DAY (December 25).

& requested a Mass or are attending a Mass requested by friends for one
are asked to carry the gifts to the altar. Piease inform an usher that you
he usher so that a replacement can be

so please be generous if you are asked

Eal Sl

We would like to remind our parishioners who hav
of your loved ones, that the members of the family
will be carrying the gifts to the altar, but if you are unable to do so, please advise {

found for you. This is an opportunity to serve God, as well as honoring your family,
to carry the gifls.

50" Wedding Anniversary Mass Requests should be sent in as soon as possible. If you delay, we may not be able to
secommadate your requests. The Diocese of Pittsburgh also holds a special Mass in October for all couples celebrating

their 50" wedding anniversary. Please call the rectory to register for this very special Mass.

idually to confirm dates for requested and scheduled Masses.

NOTE: We will be unable to phone or mail you indiv
I try to schedule your Mass as close to your specific request

If certain date choices are already scheduled, we wil
as possible.

##}#4}4}%4}#%{%{?#4}%#{?{F%?%%#}‘{?%#?%%??%%%?%%%?{P%#%??%?%%

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR FOR 2006

honor your loved ongs. You may purchase the flowers for the Main Altar (two

bougquets—one on each side of the altar) or you may purchase an arrangement for under the Blessed Sacrament Altar.
This request will be on a first-come, first-serve basis and payment must accompany your request. Please complete the
flower request form located on the other side of this page at the bottom. and mail or hand deliver to the rectory, or drop it
into the Sunday Collection clearly marked for Altar Flowers. Please include your phone number in case we need to contact

you in case of any conflicts.

This year we have added another way o

The cost for the two altar bouguets is $80.00 (this includes two flower arrangemenis). The cost of flowers for under the
Blessed Sacrament Altar is $40.00.

The only stipulation here is that if there is @ weekend wedding, only flowers for the Blessed Sacrament Altar will be
accepted, as the bride and groom usually purchase the flowers to be placed on the Main Altar.

Your laved one's name will be announced during the weekend masses, such as, “The fiowers on the altar this weekend
were provided by _YOUR NAME in Hanor of (or in Memory of) _YOUR LOVED ONE'S NAME




MASS REQUEST FORM - 2006 - LIMIT TWO (2) REQUESTS PER FORM

Mass Requested For Mass Requested By

Day/Date — 1% Choice Time

Day/Date — 2™ Choice Time

Day/Date — 3™ Choice Time

Mass Requested For Mass Requested By

Day/Date — 1% Choice Time

Day/Date — 2" Choice Time

Day/Date — 3™ Choice Time

Name: Phone No: FOR OFFICE USE: Date Received
Check#____ AmtPd __

i o R L R I A ol ol o

ALTAR FLOWER REQUEST FORM - 2006

TWO MAIN ALTAR ARRANGEMENTS ($80.00)

In Memory Of or In Honer Of (please circle one) In Memory Of or In Honor Of {please circle ong)

Flowers Donated by Fiowers Donated by

Weekend of — 1% Choice Weekend of = 1% Choice

Weekend of — 2" Choice Weekend of — 2" Choice

BLESSED SACRAMENT ALTAR ARRANGEMENT ($40.00)

In Memory Of or In Honor Of (piease circle one) In Memory Of or In Honor Of (please circle one)

Flowers Donated by Flowers Donated by

Weekend of - 1% Choice Weekend of ~ 1% Choice
Weekend of - 2" Choice Weekend of — 2 Choice
Phone No: FOR OFFICE USE: Date Received

Name:
Check # Amt. Pd.




