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Fr. Dave’s Den:  In his encyclical letterIn his encyclical letter On the Eucha-
rist Our Holy Father Pope John Paul II devotes an entire 
chapter to the dignity of the Eucharistic celebration.  
One of the words that John Paul uses again and again in 
this chapter is “mystery.”  The Eucharist is an awesome 
mystery that is not only to be received but also adored.  
The Eucharist as a mystery commands a proper respect 
and reverence.  John Paul states, “No one is permitted to 
undervalue the mystery entrusted to our hands:  it is too 
great for anyone to feel free to treat it lightly and with 
disregard for its sacredness and its universality.” 
Earlier this yearEarlier this year during his homily on the solemnity of 
the Body and Blood of Christ, Pope John Paul II an-
nounced a special year of the Eucharist to begin with the 
World Eucharistic Congress which will take place Octo-
ber 10 through 17, 2004, in Guadalajara, Mexico.  This 
Year of the Eucharist will conclude during the synod of 
Bishops that will be held in Rome, October 2 through 29, 
2005. 
RecentlyRecently  Bishop Wuerl released a pastoral letter, The 
Eucharist:  Source and Summit of the Life and Mission of 
the Church.  In this document, Bishop Wuerl calls us to 
examine our relationship with the Eucharist.  He writes, 
“In this year of the Eucharist we should be attentive to 
our own devout participation in the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass.  We should take this time of reflection on the 
Eucharist to renew our own commitment to a renewal of 
our own personal fervor in devotion to the Eucharist.” 
As PastorAs Pastor, I invite everyone to deepen their awareness of 
and relationship to the Eucharist in the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass and Adoration at weekly Holy Hour.  Holy 
Hour takes place every Wednesday from 7:00 PM until 
8:00 PM.  Let us pray that we might all become what we 
receive, the Sacred Body and Blood of Christ.  
And as we prepareAnd as we prepare to receive Jesus in the Eucharist re-
member there is no better way for us to ready our hearts 
than to periodically celebrate the sacrament of Recon-
ciliation which is held every Saturday from 11:00 AM 
until 12:00 PM, or by appointment. 
The 2004 Clergy ConvocationThe 2004 Clergy Convocation which took place this past 
week at Oglebay began the consultation process to exam-
ine how we as a local Church will continue to provide 
effective ministry in the future.  In his recently released 
pastoral letter, Envisioning Ministry for the Future, 
Bishop Wuerl reminds us that fewer priests does not nec-
essarily mean less ministry.  In the coming weeks, each 
Deanery will be asked to reflect on this matter.  Bishop 
Wuerl encourages everyone to work together in this 

process.  “Our Diocese is blessed with so many people 
who commit themselves to carrying out the mission of 
the Church.  What is needed now is a recommitment by 
lay faithful, religious, and ordained ministers to work 
together in order that qualified and effective ministry is 
guaranteed in sustaining the work of the Church.” 
Enclosed within this week’s bulletinEnclosed within this week’s bulletin please find the par-
ish calendar for October.  Please pray for good weather 
for tomorrow’s Golf Outing at Alcoma Country Club, the 
proceeds for which benefit St. Bart’s School.  Please keep 
the following dates in mind:  October 9, the SBAA Night 
at the Races; October 11, the Parent/Guardian Meeting 
for second grade parents at 7:00 PM in the Church; Octo-
ber 16, Oktoberfest (for which you must obtain a ticket, 
please call the rectory for information); October 17, the 
12:30 PM Anointing of the Sick Mass; October 24, the 
Parish Blood Drive; and October 25, the Parish Pastoral 
Council meeting at 6:30 PM. 
FinallyFinally , painting will commence this week on the inte-
rior and exterior of the Church by Cugini Painting, 
which has painted 27 Churches as well as many other 
Diocesan facilities.  We hope to continue having week-
day Mass in the Church during this project, nevertheless, 
funerals may be held at St. Susanna.  We are grateful to 
Fr. Barkin and the people of St. Susanna for their hospi-
tality.   
Have a blessed weekHave a blessed week! 
 

La Roche College Scholarships 
La Roche College is offering scholarships of $6000.00 to aca-
demically talented high school seniors through the Parish 
Scholarship Program.  To be considered for this program, the 
student must be a member of a parish in the Catholic Diocese 
of Pittsburgh and must be recommended by his or her pastor.  
To qualify, students must have a grade point average of 3.0 or 
higher.  Any student receiving the award must enter La Roche 
College in the fall semester as a full-time freshman, and the 
award is annually renewable if the student meets the college’s 
required standards.  Please contact the parish office if you are 
interested in more information on the program or if you wish 
to be nominated.  Applications are due to La Roche by Decem-
ber 15, 2004. 
 

St. John the Baptist Fall Craft ShowSt. John the Baptist Fall Craft Show  
To be held Saturday and Sunday, October 9 and 10, the 
craft show includes over 40 crafters from the Pittsburgh 
area, Kids Kraft Korner, food, baked goods, and a Chinese 
auction.  Free admission!  Please contact 412-793-4511 or 
youthministry@adelphia.net for information.  Sponsored 
by St. John’s Youth Ministry. 
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School News with Mrs. Fleet 
 

I am looking forward to seeingI am looking forward to seeing a lot of you on 
Monday, October 4, at our golf outing at the 
Alcoma Country Club.  Thank you in advance 
for your support in this most worthy fund 

raiser for St. Bartholomew School.  
School picturesSchool pictures  will be taken on October 5 for students in 
grades kindergarten through third and on October 6 for 
our preschool students and students in grades four through  
eight.  Our outdoor photo will hopefully be taken on Tues-
day, October 5.  All students may dress up on October 5, 
and those students scheduled for their individual pictures 
on either day may also dress up.   
You are most welcomeYou are most welcome  to join us for Mass on Friday at 
10:00 AM as our Student Council members will be in-
ducted into office for this school year.  Mr. Heid and our 
Student Council will help to plan our liturgy. 
Are you looking forAre you looking for an evening of fun and excitement?  If 
so, why not attend the SBAA Night at the Races on Satur-
day evening, October 9.  Doors open at 6:00 PM and a deli-
cious dinner will be served from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM. 
Congratulations toCongratulations to  our Junior Varsity and Varsity football 
teams, as they both won their games this past weekend 
against St. Cyril.  The Junior Varsity score was 35-0 and 
the Varsity score was 21-8.   
Why not come outWhy not come out to Friendship Park on this Sunday, Oc-
tober 3, to see our teams play against St. Louise de Meril-
lac. 
We continue to saveWe continue to save Box Tops for Education, Campbell’s 
product labels, Shop N Save receipts, and elementary 
school friendly copy paper. 
Thank youThank you for all that you do for us.  God bless you. 
 

BINGOBINGO  
St. Bart’s Bingo is every Monday night in Helzlsouer Hall 
at 7:00 PM.   
 

A Respect Life MeditationA Respect Life Meditation  
(Bishop Robert Vasa, Bishop of Baker, Oregon -  
CatholicOnline.org - August 2004)  “Preborn human life 
in our country is under constant and vicious attack and 
those lives must be defended…. These little ones have no 
vote but mine and I will use it for them at every opportu-
nity. 
We pray that all voters will emulate Bishop Vasa and 
make the best choice - a vote for life! 
 

Coffee and CatechismCoffee and Catechism  
Our tenth year will begin on Thursday, October 
14, 2004, in the Pastors Conference Room follow-

ing the 10:00 AM daily Mass.  Everyone is welcome. 

Religious Education News with Arlene Golden 
 

Jesus tells us that faith in God gives us the strength 
of God to do what we would not otherwise 
be able to do. 

Religious EducationReligious Education:  Classes for children in Kindergar-
ten through eighth grade have begun.  Children meet on 
Sunday morning in the school from 9:00 AM until 10:15 
AM.  This will be the last chance to register your stu-
dent.  Please note that if your child is to be receiving a 
sacrament this year he or she must have attended reli-
gious education classes at least one year prior to receiving 
the Sacrament. 
Baptism ClassBaptism Class:  Parents wishing to have their child bap-
tized are to attend a class prior to scheduling the baptism.  
The next class is Tuesday, October 12, at 7:00 PM, in 
room 206 of the school.  The next upcoming baptisms 
will be held Sunday, October 31, after the 10:30 AM 
Mass, and Saturday, November 6, at 1:00 PM. 
First ReconciliationFirst Reconciliation:  Parents/guardians of children who 
are to make their first confession this year are to attend a 
meeting Monday, October 11, at 7:00 PM, in the Church.  
At this time the sacrament will be explained and the 
workbooks will be presented.  At least one adult per fam-
ily is requested to attend this important meeting.  
Please contact Arlene Golden at the Religious Education 
office at 412-242-7207 with any questions or concerns. 
 

Life Teen Life Teen -- Leading Teens Closer to Christ Leading Teens Closer to Christ   
The early bird gets the discount?  What’s this about?   
RETREAT!  The fall retreat is November 12 through 14 at 
St. Emma’s Monastery in Greensburg.  The cost is $65.00, 
but if you pay before the deadline the cost is reduced.  Pay 
on or before October 9, and the cost is $55.00.  Pay between 
October 10 and 16, and the cost is $60.00.  All reservations 
must be in by November 1.  Also, remember that we have 
to have at least eight teens signed up or we will have to can-
cel the retreat.  In the event that there are any Friday night 
high school play-off games, the retreat will start Saturday 
morning.  So don’t wait to sign up!  Scholarships are avail-
able.  If you have any questions, please see any Core mem-
ber or call Colleen at 412-242-3277. 
 

 

Fontbonne AcademyFontbonne Academy  
Organizers of an all-class reunion for Fontbonne Academy are 
searching for students from the all-girls Catholic high school, 
which had been located in Bethel Park.  A reunion for students 
and staff is tentatively planned for 2005.  Alumnae are encour-
aged to contact committee members:  Sister Karen at 724-869-
6592, Susie Ryan Gillespie at 412-257-1039, or Loretta 
McClintock (former Sr. Loretta Josephine) at 310-916-8666.   



Increase our FaithIncrease our Faith  
Today’s Gospel passage falls under the category that 
has come to be known as the “hard sayings” of Jesus. 
Hard to understand, hard to apply to life today. The 
Apostles’ request, “increase our faith,” is in response 
to a previous “hard saying” about how frequently we 
are called upon to forgive others. Curiously, Jesus 
seems rather unforgiving in responding to their re-
quest, or in describing the manner in which they are 
to serve others. 
Jesus uses exaggerations to wake us up to how God is 
present in our lives, and how we are urged to live if 
God is with us. None of us is called upon to uproot 
trees or cast mountains into the sea. The faith we 
have is adequate for the task we are called upon to do: 
spread the gospel by our witness. And living that wit-
ness is done not for self -gratification or recognition, 
but out of the joy of helping the world to hear the 
Good News. 
 © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.  

Treasures from our TraditionTreasures from our Tradition  
Sometimes human relationships go awry, but Christ’s 
choice for us is irrevocable. In marriage celebrations, 
the Church always recalls God’s faithfulness to help 
prepare married couples for enduring the inevitable 
rough spots. The Byzantine liturgy does this by 
adorning the couple with crowns that remind them of 
the martyr’s crown. The couple therefore takes on a 
vocation of witnessing to the sacredness of life in all 
of its suffering and joy, and of keeping their eyes fixed 
on the banquet of heaven.  
In Eastern theology, people have a liturgical vocation 
to give God praise, and marriage fits within that plan. 
It is not so much saying prayers that counts, but be-
coming prayer. Interestingly, in this liturgy the cou-
ple never utters a word other than joining in the com-
munity’s chants; there are no marriage vows as such. 
There is therefore not a hint of our Western Christian 
sense that marriage is a legal contract. Rather, it is all 
about living out one’s baptismal vocation, embracing 
the cross, pouring oneself out in love, and opening to 
the grace of the Holy Spirit. 
 —James Field, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Please remember in your prayers the sick, shut-ins, and  
hospitalized members of the Parish. 

Prayers are also requested for the faithful departed: 
Richard Tresman, Jennie D’Ambrosio, and Sylvia SchergerRichard Tresman, Jennie D’Ambrosio, and Sylvia Scherger   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Weekly Offering:  Total: $ 7345.50  Env. Dist.: 1753   Env. Used: 606 

Scrip Program Approximate Profit:  $220.42 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

Angel’s ClosetAngel’s Closet  
From now until November 11, 2004 the Christ 
Child Society of Pittsburgh will be distribut-
ing new winter jackets, hats, and gloves to 

needy children 15 years of age and under.  Call Sr. 
Dorothy at 412-242-7357 to set up an appointment to 
fill out necessary paperwork and to set up an appoint-
ment with the Christ Child Society.  The child/
children in need will need to be present for outfitting. 
 

Blood DriveBlood Drive  
It is nearing time again for the biennial St. Bartholomew 
Parish Blood Drive.  The Blood Drive will be held on Sun-
day, October 24, 2004, from 8:00 AM until 1:15 PM.  Please 
contact Marcia Irr at 412-731-0639 to schedule your oppor-
tunity to help those in need of one of the most vital gifts we 
can offer. 

 
 
 
 
 
MON., October 4 - St. Francis of Assisi 
10:00 A.M. Frank Talotta (Wife Lena & Son) 
TUES., October 5 - St. Bruno 
10:00 A.M. Arthur Mulach (Marie & Family) 
WED., October 6 - Weekday  
   7:00 P.M.  Holy Hour 
THURS., October 7 - Our Lady of the Rosary 
10:00 A.M. Sr. Rosemary McLain (Sisters of  
  St. Bartholomew Convent) 
FRI., October 8 - Weekday 
10:00 A.M. Marian & James Hackett (Mr. & Mrs.  
  Richard Wolf) 
SAT., October 9 - St. Denis & Companions  
10:00 A.M.  Margaret Ennis (Rose Marie Kietter) 
11:00 A.M. Confessions heard until 12:00 noon 
 5:00 P.M. Samuel Bagnato (Wife Rose) 
SUN., October 10 - 28th Sunday of Ordinary Time  
  8:00 A.M. People of the Parish 
10:30 A.M. Sr. Roberta Swarczkopf (Verosky Family) 






