
ST. BARTHOLOMEW PARISH  PITTSBURGH, PA 

Fr. Dave’s Den:  This week we celebrate Catholic 
Schools Week.  This year’s theme is:  “Faith in 
Every Student.”  For fifty years our parish has been 
blessed with a Catholic school.  Thousands of stu-
dents have walked through the doors of our school 
building and have been embraced with faith by 
priests, principals, and faculty alike.  At St. Bar-
tholomew School we believe in every student and 
because of that we can say, “The best is yet to be.” 
There are a host of activities planned for Catholic 
Schools Week.  Some of these events include Black 
and Gold Dress Down Day, a Talent Show, Teach-
ers, Staff, and Student Appreciation Day with no 
homework or tests, a World of Electronic Music 
assembly, and Open House.  The week culminates 
with a Friday 10:00 AM Mass with Fr. Kris Stubna, 
Diocesan Secretary for Education, presiding. 
This evening, Sunday, January 30, at 6:30 PM, the 
Men’s Club will gather in Helzlsouer Hall for a la-
sagna dinner by Chef Beck.  The guest speaker is 
State Representative Anthony DeLuca, Sr.  Please 
call the rectory to make your reservation. 
Wednesday, February 2, 2005, is the Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord.  This is the day on which 
the Church blesses candles that will be used 
throughout the year.  Because it falls on a Wednes-
day, a day on which there is no scheduled Mass, 
we will bless candles Wednesday evening during 
Holy Hour.  Holy Hour begins at 7:00 PM.  Can-
dles will be made available for home use.  If you 
wish to take a packet of candles home, we kindly 
ask for a donation of $2.00.   
On this same day, Fr. Paul Bradley will reach the 
fullness of the priesthood when he is consecrated 
as an auxiliary Bishop for our Diocese.  Bishop-
elect Bradley is a Glassport native who among 
other assignments served as Pastor of Madonna del 
Castello, Swissvale, St. Sebastian, Ross Township, 
and St. Paul Cathedral, Oakland.  Congratulations 
to Bishop-elect Bradley. 
Thursday, February 3, is the Feast of St. Blase, 
Bishop and Martyr.  This is typically the day that 
throats are blessed with these words:  “Through 
the intercession of St. Blase, Bishop and Martyr, 

may you be freed from every ailment of the throat 
and every other disease in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.”  
Throats will be blessed during the 10:00 AM Mass.  
The school children will attend a 9:00 AM word 
service with the blessing of throats.  In the event 
of a funeral, the funeral will be scheduled for 11:00 
AM. 
What are you doing for St. Valentine’s Day?  Once 
again, St. Bartholomew’s is sponsoring a couples 
dinner/dance on Saturday, February 12, 2005, fol-
lowing the 5:00 PM Mass.  The evening includes a 
delicious dinner, dancing, and door prizes.  The 
cost is $40.00 per couple.  You must purchase a 
ticket in advance at the rectory.  Monday, Febru-
ary 7, is the last day for reservations. 
Very soon every registered family will be receiving 
a letter with information regarding the annual 
Parish Share appeal.  Next Sunday, February 6, 
marks the official kick-off of this appeal.   
Finally, there will be no confessions this Saturday.  
If you wish to go to confession, you can call me for 
an appointment during the week or go to St. Jo-
seph for their Saturday, 11:00 AM confessions. 
Have a blessed week! 
 

Lenten Day of Recollection 
A Day of Recollection, open to all parishioners, is 
to be held Saturday, March 5, 2005, at the Mt. 
Nazareth Center (Provincialate of the Sisters of the 
Holy Family of Nazareth) located at 285 Bellevue 
Road, in the Bellevue area of Pittsburgh.  The day 
will begin at 10:30 AM and will include speakers 
Sr. Dorothy, our Social Minister, Bess Biamonte, 
Social Minister at Good Shepherd in Braddock, and 
Michelle Harrison, teacher at the Mt. Nazareth 
Center.  For further information or to sign up, 
please contact Sr. Dorothy at 412-242-7357. 
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School News with Mrs. Fleet 
 

Our SBAA is planning a Family Fun Night for Saturday, 
January 29.  For information please call Bob Rick at 
412-795-4604. 
Catholic Schools Week celebration begins on Sunday, 
January 30.  The following is a list of activities we have 
planned for St. Bartholomew School: 
Monday, January 31:  Buddies Matching Colors and Get 
Together Activity Day - Lunch and Activities 11:30 AM 
to 1:50 PM.  (Preschool - shades of red/purple; kinder-
garten, second, and eighth - shades of yellow/gold; first 
and fifth - shades of blue; third and sixth - shades of 
brown; fourth and seventh - shades of green).  
Tuesday, February 1:  Black and Gold Dress Down Day, 
All Day Cake Walk. 
Wednesday, February 2:  Slipper Day (bring them to 
school to put them on), Talent Show at 1:00 PM. 
Thursday, February 3:  Teacher and Staff Appreciation 
Breakfast provided by Student Council, Student Appre-
ciation Day (no homework tonight and no tests on Fri-
day), World of Electronic Music assembly from 1:30 
PM to 3:00 PM. 
Friday, February 4:  Dress Up Day, Open House 
(preschool through grade eight) from 9:00 AM to 11:15 
AM, Father Kris Stubna is coming to celebrate Mass at 
10:00 AM, faculty meeting and PTG sponsored lunch-
eon for faculty/staff, 11:15 AM dismissal. 
Did you know that Saturday, February 5, is a special 
day here at St. Bartholomew Parish?  It is the birthday 
of our beloved Pastor, Father Dave.  Happy Birthday, 
Father Dave!  May the good Lord continue to bless you 
with good health, happiness, and holiness.  Enjoy your 
special day! 
Please continue to save Box Tops for Education, Camp-
bell product labels, and Shop ‘n Save receipts. 
We are also in need of elementary school friendly copy 
paper even if it is used on one side.  A bonus feature for 
us would be the donation of a package or packages of 
any colored copy paper.  We like to print our monthly 
calendar and/or special items on brightly colored paper.  
We appreciate all that you do for all of us.  Thank you 
and God bless you always! 
 

BINGO 
Beat cabin fever with Bingo!  St. Bart’s Bingo is held 
this and every Monday at 7:00 PM in Helzlsouer 
Hall.   
 

 

Religious Education News with Arlene Golden 
 

Jesus teaches us how God blesses us and shows us the 
way to live in peace. 
Religious Education Classes:  Children in grades K-8 
meet Sunday mornings, 9:00 to 10:15 AM, in the 
school.  Parents/guardians are reminded to call the 
catechetical office if their son or daughter will be ab-
sent.   
Class Cancellations:  In the event of inclement 
weather or other emergencies, parents/guardians are 
reminded to tune to KDKA, WPXI-TV, or WTAE-TV 
for cancellation information. 
First Reconciliation:  Parents/Guardians of children 
receiving their first reconciliation this year are re-
minded to complete their workbooks and return them 
to the catechetical office.  First Reconciliation is Mon-
day, February 28, at 7:00 PM in the Church. 
Confirmation:  Candidates will receive the Sacrament 
of Confirmation on April 21, 2005.  Mass will be cele-
brated by Bishop Wuerl at St. Susanna Parish.  A re-
treat is being planned for Friday, March 2, at St. 
Susanna’s. 

 

MEN’S CLUB 
The St. Bart’s Men’s Club will be meeting again this 
Sunday, January 30, at 6:00 PM.  State Representa-
tive Tony DeLuca, Sr. will be our featured speaker.  
A $5.00 donation is requested to defray the cost of 
our lasagna dinner.  Please call the rectory for reser-
vations. 
 

Life Teen - Leading Teens Closer to Christ 
If you missed Life Teen this weekend, well don’t 
worry.  You’re in luck as we will be meeting again 
next weekend, February 5.  Since it’s “souper” bowl 
Sunday - that’s right “souper” bowl, Life Teen will 
be collecting for the Jubilee Soup Kitchen after all 
Masses.  All high school teens are welcome, come 
join us for Mass at 5:00 PM and stay for the Life 
Night. 
 

Golden Agers 
There will be a meeting of the St. Bartholomew 
Golden Agers on Saturday, February 4, at 1:30 PM 
in Helzlsouer Hall.  See you there! 
 
 



Humility 
During the Revolutionary War a group of colonial 
soldiers was assigned to fell some trees to build a 
bridge. The job was going slowly; there were not 
enough men to complete the task in any suitable time. 
Suddenly a man dressed like an officer appeared on 
horseback. “Not enough men to do the work?” he 
asked the soldier in charge. “Why don’t you get off 
your horse and help?” 
“Oh, I couldn’t do that,” the other man responded. “I 
am the officer in charge.” 
The first man then dismounted and worked with the 
soldiers until the job was completed. Then he said to 
the one in charge: “The next time your troop has a 
difficult task, just send for the commander-in-chief 
and I will be glad to come.” That man was George 
Washington. 
Today’s readings present a similar theme of setting 
aside all worldly airs and pretensions and surrender-
ing oneself to God. Nothing can be accomplished 
without God. It is those who humble themselves, 
those whom the world views as common and con-
temptible, who are the ones that God will bless abun-
dantly. 
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Treasures from our Tradition 
The prayers surrounding baptism often speak of being 
“clothed in Christ,” and clothes are an important con-
sideration. In ancient times, adults were probably 
baptized without any clothes at all, and old texts sur-
vive asking people to leave fancy garb and jewelry 
behind as they enter the font. Baptism was typically 
in a private place, the community waited elsewhere, 
and the casting off of clothing was hardly a public 
moment, nor was it embarrassing in ancient cultures 
where privacy was largely unknown. 
Nonetheless, what was left behind on one side of the 
font was replaced on the other as a white robe was 
wrapped around the newly baptized. It was a robe of 
honor, a dazzling sign of a new beginning for a soci-
ety that valued clothing as a sign of personal identity. 
For the newly baptized, a whole week in white gar-
ments was the rule, through the second Sunday of 
Easter, called “Sunday in Albis,” because of all the 
folks wearing their baptismal robes. 
 —James Field, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Please remember in your prayers the sick, shut-ins, and  
hospitalized members of the Parish. 

Prayers are also requested for the faithful departed. 
Yolanda Rinchiuso, mother of Jean Stellitano 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

A Word of Appreciation 
We, the Sisters of St. Francis, residing at St. Bart’s 
Convent wish to extend our gratitude and appre-
ciation to Father David Bonnar, his staff, and all 
the parishioners for the many kindnesses, sup-
port, and good wishes shown to us over the Holi-
days.  This is our third Christmas here and we 
feel so much a part of the parish family.  Again 
accept our gratitude and may God bless you and 
give you peace, good health, and happiness dur-
ing the New Year 2005.  Please know that you 
are in our prayers. 

 
 
 
 
MON.,  January 31 - St. John Bosco 
10:00 A.M. Joseph J. Capobianco (Angela, Rocky, &
  Joey) 
TUES., February 1 - Weekday 
10:00 A.M. Marcella Maizie (Family) 
WED., February 2 - Presentation of the Lord 
   7:00 P.M.  Holy Hour 
THURS., February 3 - St. Blase 
10:00 A.M. John Cooney (Bea Cooney) 
FRI., February 4 - Weekday 
10:00 A.M. Jerry McCaffrey (Wife Bonnie & Family) 
SAT., February 5 - St. Agatha 
10:00 A.M.  Anthony B. Petrone (Petrone Family) 
11:00 A.M. No Confessions 
   5:00 P.M. Clem Tarasi (Wife) 
SUN., February 6 - 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  8:00 A.M. Alfred Rochez (Mr. & Mrs. Anthony  
  Tierno) 
10:30 A.M. People of the Parish 






